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Agenda
1. Call to order (Chair Mackenzie)
2. Introduction and purpose of workshop (Smith) – 15 minutes

a. Establish mission statement,  goals and objectives 
b. Assign responsibilities for each objective
c. Set priorities for staff to focus on RCPA program coordination efforts
d. Set priorities for staff to implement the 2009 Countywide Transportation Plan

3. Background (Brennan) – 10 minutes
a. Purpose and history of RCPA
b. Role and operations of RCPA
c. Compatibility with SCTA

4. RCPA Mission (Brennan) – 10 minutes
a. Coordination

b. Advocacy
c. Implementation

5. RCPA Goals (Brennan) – 10 minutes
a. Reiterate targets for 2015 and 2035

6. RCPA Objectives and Program Activities (Smith/Brennan/Spilman) – 2 hours
	 a.	 Building	retrofit	

b. Renewable energy
c. Job training
d. Carbon market 
e. Public/private partnerships
f. Adaptation
g. Land use
h. Transportation

7. Resources (Smith/Brennan) – 30 minutes
8. Public comment – 30 minutes
9. Summary of meeting outcomes (Smith) – 10 minutes
10. Adjourn (Chair Mackenzie)
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RCPA Workshop 2010 
Draft Mission Statement, Goals and Objectives 

Mission Statement: 

RCPA serves to coordinate, facilitate and advocate for effective program initiatives to reduce GHG 
emissions. RCPA may implement countywide efforts or work with others to do so. 

Goals: 

Reduce GHG emission levels by 25% below 1990 levels by 2015. 

Reduce GHG emission levels by 40% below 1990 levels by 2035. 

Objectives & Lead Coordinator: 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

Using the 2009 Comprehensive Transportation Plan, implement an effective strategy to reduce 
the consumption of carbon based fuel and vehicle miles travelled within Sonoma County. 

 Proposed lead coordinator: Sonoma County Transportation Authority 

Promote regional solutions for effective land use policies to achieve GHG reductions 

 Proposed lead coordinator: Planning Directors 

Retrofit 80% of buildings in Sonoma County to improve their energy efficiency by an average of 
30% and reducing GHG emissions by 168,000 tons per year.  

 Proposed lead coordinator: Regional Climate Protection Authority and SCEIP  

Promote the large and small scale development and installation of renewable power in the form 
of solar, wind, biogas, thermal, biomass, cogeneration, etc. 

 Proposed lead coordinator: Sonoma County Water Agency 

Develop job training programs for building retrofitting, energy auditing, renewable power 
industry, automotive industry infrastructure for hybrid and electric vehicles. 

 Proposed lead coordinator: Economic Development Board, SRJC, SSU 

Develop a regional carbon market program for Sonoma County that uses cap and trade to 
capture carbon credits for energy efficiency and renewable energy projects in Sonoma County. 

 Proposed lead coordinator: Regional Climate Protection Authority 

Expand working relationships with business community by identifying joint program.  

 Proposed lead coordinator: Economic Development Board 

Develop an adaptation strategy that seeks to protect property and wildlife from sea level rise 
and related climate change impacts. 

 Proposed lead coordinator: Sonoma County Agricultural Preservation & Open Space District 



Draft RCPA Objectives & Program Activities 

1) Promote regional solutions for effective land use policies to achieve GHG reductions 
Program Activities: 

a) Support city and county Planning Directors to work collaboratively to identify and report on 
effective general plan policies and principles that can be adopted by local governments and 
will reduce the current dependency on automobile travel and allow for alternative 
transportation options that create bicycle and pedestrian oriented commercial centers and 
neighborhoods and also support transit corridors.  Several effective recommendations are 
contained in existing best practices reports for modifying community general plans that can 
change the current development patterns which cause high GHG emissions.   A coordinated 
and collaborative process to establish basic planning principles for Sonoma County 
provides the opportunity for all communities to collectively benefit in a shorter period of 
time.  Many effective planning principles are already being included in general plan 
updates and a collaborative effort would serve to establish a public policy commitment and 
expedite the implementation of effective principles through general plan amendments.  
Examples of effective land use planning include: 

• Cluster high density housing and services near transit hubs; promote compact, mixed 
used development. 

• 
• 

• 

Locate jobs and housing in close proximity while improving the jobs/housing balance. 

Require new commercial developments to provide bicycle parking facilities at 
appropriate levels for the size of development. 

Adopt street and sidewalk design standards that accommodate multi-modal mobility 
and access. 

b) Coordinate with Planning Departments to support collective response and implementation 
of regional planning initiatives from SB 375. 

c) Provide expedited application processing for development projects that exceed GHG 
emission neutral or reduction standards. 

2) Develop an effective strategy to reduce the consumption of carbon based fuel and vehicle miles 
travelled within Sonoma County. 

Program Activities: 
a) Support marketing of electric vehicles in Sonoma County region. 
b) Support the creation of a regional network for EV charging stations 
c) Investigate effective parking policies to encourage alternative transportation modes. 
d) Identify opportunities for funding expansion of transit services 
e) Public education for reducing dependency on vehicle transportation 
f) Institute demand pricing policies that reflect the true impact of private vehicle use. Use 

revenues for enhanced public transit and pedestrian level infrastructure. 
g) Promote business implementation of commuting programs (e.g. telecommuting) 
h) Identify needs and locations for additional Park and Ride lots. 
i) Promote school based Traffic Demand Management (TDM) 

3) Retrofit 80% of buildings in Sonoma County to improve their energy efficiency by an average of 
30% and reducing GHG emissions by 168,000 tons per year.  

Program Activities: 



a) Utilize state and federal grant funding sources to design and implement a 
countywide building retrofit program with the speed and scale to provide building 
retrofit services to the owners of approximately 220,000 buildings in Sonoma 
County. 

b) Identify and secure supplemental funding sources from CPUC/PG&E, DOE 
Weatherization program funding, CDBG, and others to make available to property 
owners for financing improvements. 

c) Create an on-bill water conservation financing program to complement the 
building retrofit program and address the need for energy savings from water use. 

d) Support the expansion and financial viability of the Sonoma County Energy 
Independence Program (SCEIP) to enable energy audit and ‘loading order’ 
standards to be designed and implemented. 

4) Promote the large and small scale development and installation of renewable power in the form 
of solar, wind, biogas, thermal, biomass, cogeneration, etc. 

Program Activities: 
a) Continue the implementation of the Renewable Energy Secure Communities 

(RESCO) grant project to identify opportunities for distributed renewable power at 
a community scale 

b) Further explore the feasibility of a Community Choice Aggregation option at a 
policy setting level to educate public decision makers and the public at large. 

c) Collaborate with Sonoma County Water Agency in their efforts to achieve carbon 
free operations by utilizing best practices derived from their pilot project. 

d) Coordinate the countywide building retrofit program with Solar Sonoma County 
Clean Energy Agent program to enhance the installation of solar PV and thermal for 
whole house energy efficiencies. 

e) Encourage Sonoma County located large scale solar projects in partnership with 
PG&E. 

f) Identify large publically owned sites for renewable energy potential. 
g) Support legislation that enhances the development of renewable energy (e.g. Feed 

in Tariff). 
5) Develop job training programs for building retrofitting, energy auditing, renewable power industry, 

automotive industry infrastructure for hybrid and electric vehicles. 
Program Activities: 

a) Collaborate with the Workforce Investment Board to develop retraining programs through 
the CEWTP grant program 

b) Collaborate with Sonoma State and Santa Rosa Junior College to develop curriculum for 
new green economy employment 

c) Promote local offerings of existing training programs sponsored by PG&E and Solar Sonoma 
County for energy efficiency and renewable power. 

d) Begin discussion with Nissan regarding workforce demand for the installation of electric 
vehicle infrastructure and electric vehicle maintenance. 

6) Develop a regional carbon market program for Sonoma County that uses cap and trade to capture 
carbon credits for energy efficiency and renewable energy projects in Sonoma County. 




