


3.0 COMMENTS AND RESPONSES TO COMMENTS ON THE DRAFT EIR

Letter 1

Response 1-1:

Response 1-2:

Response 1-3:

Response 1-4:

Response 1-5:

Steve Birdlebough, Sierra Club

The Draft EIR analyzes the proposed CTP and discloses the environmental
impacts of implementing the 2009 CTP (see Draft EIR pages 5.0-9 through -
26). As described on Draft EIR page 2.0-2, an EIR is a public informational
document that assesses potential environmental effects of the 2009 CTP.
It is not an implementation document identifying how to address policy
issues of the CTP. The commenter is referred to Master Response 3.4.5
(Climate Change and Greenhouse Gas Emission Impacts).

The commenter is referred to Master Response 3.4.5 (Climate Change
and Greenhouse Gas Emission Impacts). The Draft EIR addresses climate
change and greenhouse gases in Section 5.4 (Climate Change) of the
Draft EIR.

The commenter should note that the CTP is a programmatic, policy
document. The implementation and timing of individual projects
contained with the CTP are unknown. It is beyond the scope of the CTP
and Draft EIR to recommend how rapidly the expansion of vehicle
partnership with Nissan North America to acquire 1,000 zero emission
electric vehicles should occur. It is also beyond the scope of the CTP and
Draft EIR to recommend the growth rate of pilot projects for battery
recharge points and the extent of AB 811 funding. The proposed actions
in the Draft EIR are limited by the current funding and SCTA authority
limitations which inhibit the CTP’s ability to fully implement these strategic
projects (see CTP pages 95 through 99) to meet this VMT reduction (see
CTP page 50). The commenter is referred to Master Response 3.4.5
(Climate Change and Greenhouse Gas Emission Impacts)

The CTP is a policy document and the Draft EIR is a program EIR, therefore
the goals, objectives and policy recommendations of the CTP and
mitigation measures recommend in the Draft EIR cannot recommend
timing for specific projects contained within the CTP because they are
outside of the scope of the CTP and Draft EIR documents. Every new
project in within the CTP is subject to a project-specific environmental
review before it’s implementation or construction as required by CEQA.
As such, as the project specific environmental review occurs, details
regarding the implementation and timing of specific bicycle lanes and
bicycle programs may also occur.

The commenter is referred to Master Response 3.4.4 (Program EIR/Level of
Detail) and Master Response 3.4.5 (Climate Change and Greenhouse
Gas Emission Impacts).

Scenario 4 of the proposed CTP identifies VMT reduction through transit
expansion and smart growth. As further described in Master Response
3.4.5 (Climate Change and Greenhouse Gas Emission Impacts), while the
CTP has identified its desired intent of meeting its greenhouse gas (GHG)
emission reduction target through transit, roadway improvements, land
use improvement (smart growth and supportive transit), transportation
technology improvements and transportation pricing policies, the SCTA

2009 Comprehensive Transportation Plan Sonoma Comprehensive Transportation Authority
Final Environmental Impact Report October 2009

3.0-64



3.0 COMMENTS AND RESPONSES TO COMMENTS ON THE DRAFT EIR

does not have the authority concerning land use decisions. Although all
of the communities within the County (with the exception of Cloverdale)
have urban growth boundaries, and SMART train service is planned for the
CTP area which includes planning for walkable business and residential
districts, the CTP is a policy document and the Draft EIR is a program EIR.
Therefore, the effects of future land use policies and their implementation
within specific jurisdictions will be analyzed as subsequent projects
contained within the CTP are subject to project-specific environmental
review as required by CEQA. As such, when project specific
environmental review occurs, these types of development and their
affect on GHG emission reduction, will occur, if applicable.

Response 1-6: The commenter is referred to Master Response 3.4.5 (Climate Change
and Greenhouse Gas Emission Impacts) regarding correction to energy
consumption analysis in the Draft EIR.

Response 1-7: The Draft EIR Section 1.0, Executive Summary provides a brief overview of
the types of projects contained within the 2009 CTP and the impacts and
mitigation measures associated with these projects. Please refer to Draft
EIR Section 3.0, Overview of the CTP, which provides a more detailed
description of the goals of the CTP. Section 3.0 also provides the rationale
for analyzing the Constrained Project Alternative. The commenter is also
referred to Response to Comments 1-1 regarding the purpose of an EIR.

Response 1-8: The commenter is referred to Section 5.0 Cumulative Impacts of the Draft
EIR, which discusses the both the regulatory framework of both AB 32 and
SB 375 (Draft EIR pages 5.0-17 through 5.0-18) and the CTPs beneficial
impacts associated with reducing GHG emissions.

Although more funding may become available for GHG reduction
programs in the transportation arena, currently the CTP is limited to
projects that are feasible within the financially constrained scenario, as
they are the most likely projects to be funded. Moreover, Scenario 4 of
the proposed CTP identifies VMT reduction through transit expansion and
smart growth which may become funded in the future. Further, the CTP
identifies AB 32 compliance in the Greenhouse Gas Emissions Reduction
White Paper (Appendix C of the CTP.)

The commenter is referred to Master Response 3.4.5 (Climate Change
and Greenhouse Gas Emission Impacts), which specifically notes that
additional activities by other public agencies and entities beyond SCTA
are needed to meet GHG emission reduction targets. It should be noted
that additional GHG emission estimate data for the Draft EIR alternatives
has been provided in Section 4.0 of this document and specifically
identifies that Draft EIR Alternative 5 comes the closest in meeting this
target. The commenter is also referred to Response to Comments 1-1
regarding the purpose of an EIR.

Response 1-9: The commenter is referred to Response to Comments 1-1 through 1-8 that
addresses comments regarding the relationship of the EIR and achieving
goals in the 2009 CTP.

Sonoma County Transportation Authority 2009 Comprehensive Transportation Plan
October 2009 Final Environmental Impact Report
3.0-65





